Water Park visit with the children
By Caroline Davis

On Friday, May 30th, a group of IWA members accompanied the Puspanesam
Home children to a water park. What a glorious time we had! There were 18 children
from the home ready with bags packed and smiles on their faces when we arrived to
retrieve them in the morning. The sense of anticipation was floating in the air. We
sorted all the children and their chaperones into waiting cars that were provided free
of charge by Uber. The lady drivers were thrilled to be a part of the excitement, and
even jumped into the group photo before we left. The water park, located inside
Today’s Market in Ulu Tiram, sponsored all of the children and accompanying adults for
the day, also free of charge! When we arrived, the kids could barely contain
themselves during the next group photo. The water was beckoning them.

And then the splashing began! What a neat place; very clean and quite large, equipped
with pedal boats and an assortment of floating things for climbing and riding, as well
as slides and whimsical creatures spouting water at unsuspecting children! It was a
thrill a minute as the kids went up the stairs and down the slides – repeat – ! One little
boy thought it would be fun to pull his pedal boat up the steps and ride down the slide
in it, but the lifeguard had other ideas about that. Several ladies purchased water
pistols for the kids, and we adults were quite often on the receiving end of
those. There was no escaping the fun!

The little ones finally had to get out of the water and go to the dry park – and that was
another wonderful adventure! In there they rode tricycles, went down the slide,
jumped into the ball pit and on the trampoline, climbed and swung on the jungle gym
and played and played until they were exhausted. The park also arranged for a clown
who made balloon animals for the kids.
The older children remained in the water a bit longer, and some of them had an
impromptu swimming lesson from one of the IWA members. They were eager to learn
and had a contest of "who can hold their breath the longest".
All in all it was an amazing day. But the best part was witnessing the grateful nature of
the children, how well behaved they were, and how they cared for and watched out
for each other. I can’t wait for the next adventure with the Puspanesam kids! I hope
many more of you will join us….
Many thanks to those of you who volunteered!

