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ardens by the Bay is in the development of Singapore culture.
Singapore's most recent

addition to their park system
and is partof their effort to
become the "City in a
Garden." It is located next to
Marina Bay and has easily
been integrated into this
resort. The Gardens include a
conservatory complex of two
domes - a Flower Dome and
a Cloud Forest which
provide an opportunity to
lea rn a bout pla nt life

throughout the world in all types of climates. The
Gardens also include Super trees, which are vertical
gardens that provide a spectacular element to the
Bay. Finally, four heritage gardens which display the
history and culture of Singapore's four ethnic groups
are a part of this tropical paradise.

From a

distance you
can see the
Supertrees
which are
placed
throughout
the gardens
and give it a

futuristic
look. When I

first saw them, I thought of the "Ents" in the movie,
Fellowship of the Rings, the giant, ancient trees who
are the guardians and protectors of the
environment. In a similar way, these stainless steel
trees stand tall overlooking the entire garden area,
with vertical plantings up and down their trunks. It
is these trees which drew me to the gardens and
showed me how our cities of steel and concrete can
incorporate a healthy green environment.

Along the paved and inviting
walkway through the Super trees,
I encountered the four heritage
gardens, each one distinct and
reflecting the plants and often
the meanings these plants might
have in that ethnic heritage. It
really provided an education as to
how some of the symbolism and
traditions of these four groups
(Malay, Indian, Chinese, and
British Colonial) played a key role

My walk took me to the two
Domes, the conservatory complex
that offered me glimpses of plant
life I might never otherwise have
a chance to see. The Flower
Dome replicates a cooler and
drier climate of other continents
like the Mediterranean, South Af-
rica, California (America), West-
ern Australia, and Chile (South
America). I saw plants and trees
from these five different
continents, and learned about
how they might be used by vari-
ous cultures. The flower garden was a colorful and
changing work of art displaying a variety of plants
to pay tribute to different seasons or festivals.

After spending an hour in the Flower Dome, I
continued on to the Cloud Forest, the other dome
conservatory. Wonderful, cool, and misty, and an
architectural accomplishmentl At times I felt like I
was back on Mount Kinabalu seeing the same
vegetation, experiencing the wet and cool climate of
the rain forest. Entering the dome, I felt and saw
the world's tallest indoor waterfall which falls from
the top of the 35 metre mountain covered in
abundant vegetation showcasing plant life from
tropical highlands up to 2,000- metres above sea
level. Winding my way around the mountain from
top to bottom, I saw orchids, ferns, bromeliads and
begonias of many colors, and carnivorous pitcher
plants, just to identify some of the lush vegetation
growing. Every turn on the mountain seemed to
present a different plant, a different color, a
different view. Simply beautiful!
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And architecturally, both the Domes and the Super
trees , (the entire South Bay Garden) are built on
principles of environmental sustainability. The
conservatories use sustainable engineering and
apply culting-edge technologies for energy-efficient
cooling systems which help the gardens to achieve
at least 30o/o savings in energy consumption. In the
lower levels underneath the cloud forest, I was able
to see a visual explanation for how the sustainability
concepts work in the gardens . It really helped me
to understand how useful this kind of garden and
architecture can be.

Finally, I love the look of ihe Domes, the
Supertrees, and the entire Garden both during the

day and evening. Raising two architects and married
to an engineer, what Singapore has created with
Gardens by the Bay is really a work of art that
allows visitors to appreciate the environment, learn
how to care for it, and enjoy the beauty of both the
plants and the buildings. It is a lovely place to
spend the day or evening, walking along the
Dragonfly Lake and among the heritage gardens
and supertrees. But you can also take time to go
inside the Domes, where it is cool and enloy
beautiful plants from around the world.

For more information about Gardens by the Bay, go
to
http ://www. ga rdensbythebay. com.sg/en/home. htm I


