Loving and caring at JOBADA

A small group of IWA members
had a great afternoon visiting
the Alzheimer’s day care
center, known as JOBADA
(Johor Bahru Alzheimer’s
Disease Association). JOBADA
welcomed us for a lovely lunch,
and we were able to meet and
spend time with the sweet
elderly people in their care.
The center is run as a daycare for those afflicted with the disease, and it is a
happy, loving and safe environment. JOBADA gives great support and care
not only to those afflicted with Alzheimer’s, but also to the families who
struggle to take care of their loved ones. Margaret Liew, who runs the facility,
was an amazing example of patience and compassion. Her staff was
energetic, capable and kind. They make you feel as if you are in someone’s
home for the afternoon, getting to know the extended family.
We sat with the aunties and uncles around the table and listened to them
talk. They seemed very happy to have visitors.

The woman sitting next to me chatted happily on and on in English, Chinese
and Malay, as I nodded and smiled and chuckled a bit. All the while she was
holding and squeezing my hand. In those moments one cannot avoid feeling
an emotional tug, realizing that these people have forgotten much, or all, of
their past lives and loved ones. We heard some stories, and then heard them
repeated again, as they had forgotten what they’d just been talking about.
Margaret was great at helping us navigate our interaction with our new
friends. We were really quite popular!
We then had a fabulous lunch, and you can all rest assured that the elderly at
JOBADA, and their visitors, are very well fed.
After our meal we joined the patients in
singing.
It struck us as remarkable that some of these
people who have forgotten so much, can
remember all the words to a song from their
youth. We were thanked for the screen and
projector that our organization purchased for
the daycare, and it was gratifying to see in
person the practical result of our fundraising efforts. We look forward to
another visit to JOBADA!

