Singapore offers so many attractions, sometimes it is
hard to choose how to spend the holiday or a weekend
there. Most of the spectacles are very well known and
advertised. I believe the Chinese and Japanese gardens
area is not one of them. It is truly a hidden treasure in
the Jurong East district. If you want to learn more
about the art of the Asian gardens and floristry or
you just want to relax and enjoy a peaceful place, you
must go there. It is a little far away from the city
center, it takes about half an hour to get there. The
most convenient way by MRT, you should take the East
West line and step out at the station called Chinese
garden. There is no ticket sales, the garden is free of
charge.
A red bridge leads you in, which represents good luck.
Indeed you are very lucky, if you are here.
Both gardens were designed and built in the seventies,
but based on different concept.

The two gorgeous
gardens are separated
and connected by a
bridge. The Chinese
garden is a beautiful
example how to integrate
the splendid
architectural features
with the natural
environment. You stroll
along magnificent,
typical Chinese
buildings, tea houses,
pagodas, pavilions. If you
have a chance, go up to the top of the pagoda and while
you catch your breath, admire the fantastic view. I
liked most the Bonsai garden. There are thousands of
small trees, various ages and species. I appreciate so
much this unique and special art.
The Live Turtle and Tortoise museum is located in the
Chinese garden area. For a few dollars you see many
different turtles and tortoises from all around the
world. It is a ery rare collection. I suggest to buy food
and feed them, it is a vey special experience, especially
for children. Be careful , some of them are dangerous
and can bite, so do not pet them!

After you took in the beauty of
the ancient art of Chinese
garden, you may continue your
walk on the White Rainbow
bridge to the Japanese garden.
Take your time and enjoy the
calmness of the scenic area. You
sense immediately that the
surrounding is very different
from the Chinese garden. This
area adapts the Zen concept,
which exudes the sense of peace and tranquility. The
design is more abstract and minimalist.
Every time I walk in the gardens, it is very quiet, not
too many visitors. I suggest to bring enough water,
sunblock, umbrella and maybe some snack. There are
not many places selling refreshments. I'm sure you
will enjoy it so much, you spend a morning or an
afternoon there.

	
  

